
C hild mar ria g e is dee pl y embed ded in some

cultur es . La ws to end c hild mar ria g es ar e passed,

b ut often not enf or ced. T r aditional mindsets ar e

dif f icult to c hang e . P o v er ty and cultur e often

compel par ents to sell their daughter s , man y times

to m uc h older husbands . In some countries , little

gir ls as y oung as 6 ar e f or ced fr om c hildhood into a

lif e of ser vitude , se x, pr e gnanc y , illness and often

ear l y dea th. Lac k of educa tion pr e v ents these gir ls

fr om impr o ving their income potential or pr o viding

an educa tion f or their o wn c hildr en. T he

de v asta ting c y c le of po v er ty imprisons them.

Accor ding to United Na tions sta tistics , ear l y

pr e gnanc y is the leading cause of dea th f or gir ls

a g e 15 to 19 in the de v eloping w or ld. Impo v erished

teena g e mother s usuall y ha v e small and w eak

ba bies , and both mother and c hild ar e vulner a b le to

complica tions tha t ma y lead to dea th. Ov er a

million w omen w or ld wide ar e li ving with v a ginal

and anal r uptur es (called f istulas) tha t r esult fr om

bearing c hildr en a t a y oung a g e . Fistulas can be

f a tal. Sur vi v or s ar e usuall y left incontinent and

a bandoned.

R una w a y c hild brides f ind jobs as ser v ants , onl y to

be a b used b y their emplo y er or f or ced into

pr ostitution. Man y c hild brides will suf f er and die

of AIDS-r ela ted diseases . T heir older husbands ar e

alr ead y se xuall y acti v e and man y ar e inf ected with

HIV . T housands of y oung gir ls ar e wido w ed or

di v or ced, and then m ust car e f or their ba bies alone .

Little gir ls ha v e no po w er to help themselv es , and

e v en their mother s often do not come to their

def ense . Pr oject Hannah’ s W omen of Hope pr o g r am

tries to educa te par ents and leader s a bout pr otecting

these pr ecious gir ls , and inf or m them tha t educa ted,

health y gir ls b uild str ong er f amilies and

comm unities .

P l ea se p r a y  f o r . . .

1. Go v er nments to def end the rights of little

gir ls , and to enf or ce la ws with str ong punishments

f or those w ho perf or m mar ria g es in v olving

c hildr en, f or men w ho mar r y c hildr en and f or

par ents w ho f or ce their little gir ls to mar r y .

2. Millions of gir ls w ho ha v e endur ed the

hor rib le a b use of c hild mar ria g es to kno w the jo y

of being the Bride of Christ, w ho c herishes them

and died f or them.

3. God’ s wisdom and anointing f or listener s to

Pr oject Hannah’ s (PH) W omen of Hope (W oH)

pr o g r am so the y ma y under stand His W or d and

a ppl y it to their dail y li v es . W oH is hear d in 37

langua g es thr oughout Africa, Asia, the Carib bean,

Eur ope , the Americas and the P acif ic islands .

4. Gi v e thanks f or ans w er ed pr a y er , and contin ue

pr a ying tha t Sier r a Leone will enf or ce its ne w

c hild rights bill, w hic h bans w ed dings of gir ls

under 18 y ear s old. Pr a y also tha t the y will outla w

f emale cir cumcision (BBCNe ws .com).

5. Afghan wido ws and their c hildr en to f ind

saf ety and emplo yment. Pr a y tha t their daughter s

will not be sold as brides to older men. Uplift the

leader s w ho can pr otect w omen and allo w

Christians to li v e in peace in w ar ring countries .

“T he L ORD is m y light and m y salv a tion; w hom

shall I f ear? T he L ORD is the str onghold of m y

lif e , of w hom shall I be afr aid? …T hough an

ar m y besie g e me , m y hear t will not f ear ; though

w ar br eak out a g ainst me , e v en then will I be

conf ident” (Psalm 27:1, 3).

6. Y oung gir ls w ho r un a w a y to a v oid f or ced

mar ria g es . Man y f ear their f amilies will kill them.

Other s ar e tric k ed into pr ostitution b y people

of f ering them a job . “R escue me , O Lor d, fr om

e vil men; pr otect me fr om men of violence”

(Psalm 140:1).

7. P ar ents to teac h their c hildr en to r espect

themselv es and other s , and to mak e plans f or a

health y futur e tha t honor s God. “My fr ame w as

not hid den fr om y ou w hen I w as made in the

secr et place . W hen I w as w o v en to g ether in the

de pths of the ear th, y our e y es sa w m y unf or med

bod y . All the da ys or dained f or me w er e written in

y our book bef or e one of them came to be”

(Psalm 139:15-16).

8. Y oung w omen w ho ar e so distr aught b y the

lac k of lo v e , and humilia ted b y f amil y a b use , tha t

the y c hoose to set themselv es on f ir e or drink

poison to esca pe their lif e of miser y .

9. Pr aise the Lor d f or the w or k He is doing

thr ough w or ld leader s to end po v er ty and pr otect

the innocent. Gi v e thanks tha t 31 c hildr en w er e

r escued w hen 700 suspects w er e ar r ested w hen

authorities in v estig a ted a g lobal inter net pedophile

ring (CNN .com). God is a t w or k behind the

scenes! 

10. Finances and v olunteer s f or PH’ s teams to

pr o vide health seminar s and medical car e f or the

W oH listener s . Pr aise the Lor d tha t a ne w , lo w-

cost anti-malarial dr ug and distrib ution of tr ea ted

bed-nets ha v e been launc hed to help pr e v ent the

near l y 3 million malaria-r ela ted dea ths w or ld wide

eac h y ear .

11. T hose w ho pr o vide homes of r efug e ,

educa tion and job tr aining f or y oung w omen w ho

ha v e f led a b usi v e situa tions . “Y ou hem me in,

behind and bef or e; y ou ha v e laid y our hand upon

me” (Psalm 139:5).
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W omen of Hope br oadcasts in 37

langua g es . Monthl y pr a y er calendar s

ar e a v aila b le in 27 langua g es .

(www .pr ojecthannah.or g)
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30. Leader s to under stand tha t y oung gir ls w ho

mar r y and ha v e ba bies too ear l y onl y ad d to the

miser y and po v er ty of a comm unity .

“The people living in darkness have

seen a great light; on those living

in the land of the shadow of

death a light has dawned” 

(Isaiah 9:2).

18. Pr aise the Lor d tha t W oH listener s ha v e

acce pted Christ, r ecei v ed helpful inf or ma tion

a bout diet, vitamins , r ela tionships and God’ s

W or d.

19. T he estima ted 7.3 million y oung w omen

li ving with HIV/AIDS . Man y ar e inf ected b y

m uc h older husbands (UNFP A).

20. Comm unity and c hur c h leader s to

under stand the need to pr omote str ong

mar ria g es so tha t c hildr en will not g r o w up in

sing le-par ented homes . T he cultur al acce ptance

of “li ving to g ether” is destr o ying li v es w or ld wide

as mother s often ar e left to car e f or the c hildr en

alone .

21. Listener s of PH’ s W oH pr o g r am to lear n of

God’ s lo v e f or w omen/gir ls , and kno w tha t the y

ar e of v alue to Him and their f amilies . “F or y ou

cr ea ted m y inmost being; y ou knit me to g ether in

m y mother’ s w omb . I pr aise y ou because I am

f earfull y and w onderfull y made; y our w or ks ar e

w onderful, I kno w tha t full w ell”

(Psalm 139:13-14).
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12. Mor e r efug e homes and tr aining center s to

pr o vide oppor tunities f or gir ls and w omen to

listen to PH’ s W oH pr o g r am and hear helpful

medical inf or ma tion and a bout God’ s lo v e f or

them.

13. Y oung gir ls w ho ar e f or ced to under g o

F emale Genital Mutila tion and f ace lif elong

complica tions fr om the pr ocedur e , inc luding

e xtr eme pain, hemor rha ging and urinar y

inf ections . Pr a y tha t this hor rib le pr actice will be

pr ohibited and punished.

14. W isdom f or PH’ s Asia teams as the y

pr oduce the W oH pr o g r am in Mandarin and

K or ean, and select inno v a ti v e w a ys of r eac hing

w omen in China and Nor th K or ea with God’ s

lo v e and encour a g ement.

15. P ar ents w ho f eel the y m ust sell their y oung

daughter s into ear l y mar ria g es because of

f inancial need. Pr a y tha t mother s will f ind the

cour a g e to speak up a g ainst this hor r or thr ough

w hic h man y of them w er e f or ced to li v e .

16. Pr aise the Lor d f or those tr ansla ting and

distrib uting monthl y pr a y er calendar s to

inter cessor s in c hur c hes , pr a y er g r oups , homes

and prisons in 27 langua g es . Pr aise God f or His

f aithful c hildr en w ho cr y out to Him! “W hen I

called, y ou ans w er ed me; y ou made me bold and

stouthear ted” (Psalm 138:3).

17. Leader s to teac h par ents the benef its of

educa ting their daughter s so the y then can

pr o vide better car e f or their elder l y par ents . Pr a y

tha t mor e teac her s will help their students

under stand their rights to r efuse a f or ced

mar ria g e , and f or comm unity leader s to pr o vide

pr otection f or these gir ls w hen their par ents will

not listen.

22. Go v er nments to pr o vide fr ee educa tion f or

all c hildr en so tha t poor par ents will not be f or ced

to sell their daughter s into ear l y mar ria g es .

23. F a ther s and husbands to f ight f or better

educa tion, c hang es in har mful cultur al pr actices

and dignity f or f emales .

24. God’ s Spirit to mo v e and w or k mir ac les f or

the w omen in Centr al Asia w ho ar e hear tbr ok en

o v er the despair and a b use in their homes .

25. Y oung wi v es w ho ar e a bandoned, di v or ced or

wido w ed and ha v e small c hildr en f or w hom to

car e .

26. Str ength f or PH’ s Cambodia team as the y

r eac h out to w omen w or king in f actories , to

wido ws and to those suf f ering fr om AIDS .

27. Ov er a million y oung gir ls and w omen w ho

ar e suf f ering the pain and humilia tion of f istulas

(v a ginal and anal r uptur e) because of dama g e

done to their little bodies during se x or c hildbir th.

28. Ell y Str eeter , PH’ s Eur opean coor dina tor , and

the pr a y er coor dina tor s distrib uting pr a y er

calendar s in Albanian, Bulg arian, Danish, Dutc h,

Eng lish, Finnish, F r enc h, Ger man, Norw e gian,

P or tuguese , R omanian, R ussian and Sw edish. Pr a y

f or wisdom f or the W oH pr oductions teams in

Eur ope w ho ar e pr oducing pr o g r ams in Albanian,

Finnish, K azakh, K yr g yz, R ussian f or Centr al

Asians , T ajik, T ur kmen, Ukr ainian and Uzbek.

29. T he Hol y Spirit to touc h and tr ansf or m the

li v es of Albanian w omen w ho ha v e li v ed most of

their li v es under comm unism and f or ced a theism.

Pr a y f or PH’ s Albanian W oH pr oduction team

(Er melinda, Ar jeta and Enk elejda) and the R oma

pr oducer (Suzana) as the y pr oduce pr o g r ams to

pr o vide solid bib lical teac hing f or ne w Christians .


