
 

1. The people interviewed at the start of the film were not shy about their (or their cultureõs) 
prejudices against the Roma people. What negative stereotypes do we have in our own 
society? 

2. One man interviewed for this film (not shown) says this regarding the Roma: òOf course, if 
youõre treated badly, youõre going to react badly. How else can I put it? Why donõt we treat 
people properly?ó Why donõt we treat people properly? Why are prejudices a timeless and 
global issue? 

3. Society, as a whole, does not show love to the Roma people. What people groups, or 
demographics, are unloved in our own environment?  

4. Radio is an excellent tool to reach the Roma people because they are largely a non -
literate society. However, there are many additional advantages to proclaiming a mes-
sage verbally. Can you think of any other groups of people that might benefit more from 
hearing the message of Jesus on the radio, rather than reading the Bible or Christian 
literature? 

5. Dr. Stoyko Petkov, Studio 865õs director, mentioned that girls in Roma communities often 
marry very young and, after that, may not be allowed to attend church. How would we 
teach our children differently ñin terms of content and frequency ñabout Jesus if we knew 
they might not be able to hear any more in their teenage years?  

6. The churches that grow from radio listener groups in Roma villages often become the 
community center. What are the benefits of a village unifying around their church? What 
can be gained from a pastor becoming the community centerõs leader? 

7. The listener who responded at the end of the film expressed surprise and joy when hearing 
a voice speaking to her so kindly. If we are truly honest with ourselves, who in our own life 
would be surprised to hear us treat them with more respect and dignity, as Christ calls us 
to?  
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 STUDY QUESTIONS 

 GENERAL INFORMATION 
The Roma people comprise Europeõs largest minority group. Scattered across many 
nations, they neither possess nor desire a nation of their own, yet they remain a distinct 
cultural community. Most do not have personal identity cards or birth certificates, so, they 
arenõt considered citizens of any country. 

The Roma population of Central and Eastern Europe is estimated to be as much as 15 
million, and growing.  

When the Roma arrived in Europe more than 500 years ago, they were incorrectly labeled 
ògypsiesó (meaning òfrom Egyptó), although their language identifies them as originally 
from India.  



Decade of Roma Inclusion : (www.romadecade.org/ ) The Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005ð
2015 is an unprecedented political commitment by European governments to improve the 
socio-economic status and social inclusion of Roma. The Decade focuses on the priority 
areas of education, employment, health, and housing, and commits governments to take 
into account the other core issues of poverty, discrimination, and gender mainstreaming.  

Unicef: (www.unicef.org) Search for òRomaó. Unicef is a global non -profit organization that 
focuses mainly on improving the welfare of children worldwide. They deal with issues of child 
survival and development, basic education and gender equality, HIV/AIDS education and 
prevention, child protection, and policy advocacy and partnerships.  

European Roma Rights Center: (www.errc.org) The European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC) is 
an international public interest law organisation engaging in a range of activities aimed at 
combating anti -Romani racism and human rights abuse of Roma.  

EQUAL: (www.romanyhelp.org/romanyhelpSl/235/history-of-roma -in-slovenia) EQUAL is part of 
the European Union's strategy for creating more and better jobs and tackling discrimination 
and inequality in the job market and workplace. Funded by the European Social Fund, 
EQUAL has helped forge the transnational partnership KHETANES (meaning òtogetheró in the 
Romani language) to: develop effective educational programs for educating and training 
Roma youth and adults to reach full employment; create appropriate conditions for placing 
Roma graduates in the labor market; and present the Roma minority as an attractive cul-
ture, capable of success in the labor market.  

Amnesty International: (www.amnesty.org) Search for òRomaó. Amnesty International is a 
worldwide movement of people who campaign for internationally recognized human rights 
for all. Our supporters are outraged by human rights abuses but inspired by hope for a better 
worldñso we work to improve human rights through campaigning and international solidar-
ity. 

Open Society Institute (Soros Foundation Network): (www.soros.org/initiatives/roma) The Open 
Society Institute is the major nongovernmental supporter of efforts to improve the economic 
and social inclusion of Roma in Central and South Eastern Europe. Over the last 15 years, the 
Open Society Instituteõs Roma-related programs have worked on a wide range of issues, 
including equal access to quality education, womenõs empowerment and gender equity, 
public health, civic and political participation, media access and development of Roma 
media, promoting tolerance, cultural diversity, and challenging anti -Roma prejudice.  The 
Open Society Institute is one of the main supporters of the Decade of Roma Inclusion . 

Human Right Watch: (www.hrw.org) Search for òRomaó. Human Rights Watch is one of the 
worldõs leading independent organizations dedicated to defending and protecting human 
rights. By focusing international attention where human rights are violated, we give voice to 
the oppressed and hold oppressors accountable for their crimes. For 30 years, Human Rights 
Watch has worked tenaciously to lay the legal and moral groundwork for deep -rooted 
change and has fought to bring greater justice and security to people around the world.  

twr.org/epicstories 

 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 


