
 

[MAN 1] The gypsies? I canõt think of what to sayñcertainly nothing thatõs politically correct. 
Just travelersé  

[MAN 2] Cheerful, lazy, filthy.  

[GIRL] Theyõre really discriminated against. 

[WOMAN 1] Theyõve been labeled thieves. Theyõve been labeled liars, cheaters. 

[MAN 3] It is necessary to approach them sensitively. Itõs not easy.  

[MAN 4] They are a bit different.  

[WOMAN 2] I would gradually integrate them in the society.  

[MAN 4] Some other people donõt like the Roma people in general, because they think they 
are not humans.  

[MAN 5] Actually, nothing positive comes to mind.  

[MEN 6 & 7] (Pick-pockets. Stealé) Probably negative things, Iõd imagineéIõm sure theyõre very 
nice people.  

Robbers, thieves, different, travelers, filthy, pick-pockets, not human, lazy, liars, cheatersñthis 
is how much of the world sees the Roma people.  

Estimated at 15 million, the Roma people (historically mislabeled ògypsiesó) comprise 
Europeõs largest minority group. Their history is one of endless persecution. Often, they were 
expelled from entire countries. They were used as slaves until the mid-18th century; during 
WWII, more than half a million died in concentration camps; and violence against them has 
been increasing since the 1990õs. 

They are outcasts, so they avoid larger communities. They are distrusted, so they distrust the 
outside world. They are unloved and told they are worthlesséso imagine how they feel when 
told about the unconditional love of Jesus Christ.  

Because the Roma are an oral community, the spoken word is very important to them. In 
1996, TWRõs National Partner in Bulgaria, Studio 865, with visionary funding from Words of 
Hope, was the first to use radio to speak to the Roma people about God in their own native 
language.  

[DR. STOYKO PETKOV, DIRECTOR OF STUDIO 865 IN BULGARIA] First of all, radio is still the best tool to 
reach an oral community. The Roma people are living in their own districts, and the environ-
ment there is very bad. Poverty and high unemployment leads to crime and violence, and 
few of the children can get an education. So, for the radio program, we use a specific 
format of storytelling that attracts everyone speaking the language.  

Only months after the broadcasts began, listeners invited the producers of these programs 
into their villages. The Roma producers were surprised to find many of the villages full of 
committed listeners. Prayer groups were organized and, later, local churches.  
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[DR. STOYKO PETKOV] I will always remember my meeting with a Sunday school teacher in one of 
the Roma churches. She asked, òDo you know that, for most of our girls, Sunday school is the 
only chance for us to tell them about Jesus?ó In the Roma community, girls often marry when 
they are 13 or 14 years old, and the position of mother and wife is not very easy. They have 
to submit to their husband and to all older family members. Unless the rest of their new family 
is Christian, they are not allowed to go to church. So, the knowledge about our living God 
they receive from the radio as children may be the only chance they have to hear about 
Jesus.  

The work began in Bulgaria, but has since spread to other countries as well. Today, TWR also 
has Roma programs in Albania, Hungary, Serbia, Romania, and Macedonia. In 2008, TWR 
Romania personally visited impoverished Roma villages. There, they distributed thousands of 
solar-powered Galcom radios tuned to TWRõs daily broadcasts. Just months later, TWR re-
ceived this report:  

[EMAIL FROM MOISE MARIN OF ROMANIA] Last summer, I distributed a number of solar-powered 
radios in a village. One person started a ministry among the Roma who received those 
radios there. Now, after a few months, there is a small church. From another Roma church, 
the people told me that they need to listen more to learn about God and that our program 
is too short.  

[DR. STOYKO PETKOV] Here, Roma churches are more than houses of worship; Roma pastors are 
more than preachers. Their churches are their community centers and their pastors are their 
community leaders. And it all started with a radio program to reach them with the Gospel.  

[ROMA MAN FROM A VILLAGE IN ROMANIA] Let us take the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ to others. We 
are His servants. We are the disciples of the Lord and we need to follow Him. This is why we 
live. If we do not have the faith in the Lord and we do not follow His steps and words, the life 
is meaningless.  

There are still many Roma communities in need of radios. We have an amazing opportunity 
to share Christõs love with the unloved.  

Though few Roma listeners are literate, letters do come: 

[ROMA WOMAN] I could not believe when I heard that they speak Roma on the radio! I have 
never heard someone being so kind and friendly to me. I have never heard someone 
speaking about God! I will listen to you all the time.   

A Roma pastor in Slovakia shares these words on behalf of his people:  

[WORDS OF A ROMA PASTOR IN SLOVAKIA] Pray for those who already believe, that they go and 
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all the Roma people because the Roma desperately 
need this. Hold us in your prayers, especially those who already believe, that they would 
persevere and finish the race, their goal; that they hold onto the vision, the Word; that the 
world would not overcome them, but that they would overcome the world by the Word of 
Jesus.  
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